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Bad Catalogues and Prices
News of the Trade and Dealers
The Season s Closing Sales

it is essential that books be soldTHAT people who know what they are
doing has again been demonstrated in a
ale held in a room of a big hotel a short

time ago. The best catalogues of the
auction concerns are not always all they
should be; but that of the sale here noted
was fearfully and wonderfully nia.de, poorly
printed, and a brilliant example of how.
iiot to do it. Good books that usually bring
satisfactory prices under proper conditions
were slaughtered.

There is not a little careless catalogue
work done by dealer and auction bouses for
which there is no excuse. If the title page
of a hovk is not given verbatim it is of no
use aud is likely to I' a false description.
A hook that appears often in catalogues is
James Whitcomb Kilty's Xeghborly Poems.
the first edition of which is dated 1H91 and
is invariably quoted as Xeighbitrly Poems.

Huns and Helmets.
One John Tlulwer, in lfi-V- l, published a

work with the title Anthropamctamorphoiis:
ila Transformed: or, The Artificial Chang-lin- g

Historically presented. In the mad axd
cruel Gallantry, foolish Bravery, ridiculous
Beauty, filthy Finenesse, and loathsome
Istrliness of most .Vuioi fashioning and
altering their Bodies from the mold

by Xature. In describing the Ger-
mans, he says on page 123, "The Huns, a
most cruel nation . were wont to flat the
noses of their Buyea, least it should be a
hindrance to the putting on their Helmets.''

In The Sits of May 21! it was announced
that Max Breslow had sold a stork of first
editions. A note from Mr. Breslow pleads
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not guilty and asks that correction be
made. It is proper to say that the infor-

mation came to Boots and the Book World
from a reputable source, was relied upon as
being correct and was published as inter-

esting trade news.
Quiet times are 'ahead for the ncit three

months, although it is believed that busi-

ness will be better than in recent summers
because it is probable that fewer buyers
wilt leave town.

Review of Auctions.
The Son will shortly publish n review of

the auction season covering ull tin impor-

tant sales that have been held in the United
States since last October.

An important element to certain lKxik

dealers are those who buy expensive sets.
These persons were in evidence in one of
the auction rooms recently when the cata-
logue was largely rusde up of these gaudy
looking volumes, the prices very high.

Dealers on this side of the Atlantic will
learn with regret that .SimjiX is '. Bulletin,
a valuable work of refereuce, will le tem-

porarily suspended because of the paper
shortage in Kngland.

The Malowitz Book Shop opened its diwrs
this week, for the firnt time, at West
li.'ith street.

Personal Notes.
His skill as a bibliographer has given

Oscar Wegelin a reputation on the other
side of the ocean as on this. Mr. Wegelin
has just published a bibliography of the
separate publications of James Kirke
I'auhliug, the poet, novelist, humorist and
statesman, 1779-1S5- containing thirty-thre- e

titles, in hi.-- the first edition of
each is described.

How they do rake np unpleasant still
jeets these days! Halliwell J'hilliH has
arrayed himself with th Haconiuns by
stating that the Stratford of Shakespcate's
time was bookless.

Adolph Stager is ofT on a collecting, tour
to the westward.

Catalogues Received.
Cadmus Hook Shop. I.".."t West Thirty

third street. Thn library of Charles H.
Moore, numbers. This house has beru
noted among collectors for years for the
Amerieana it has turned up. Tiie present
catalogue presents a large array of- - rare
Itonks and pamphlets.

Thomas F. Madigan, StKJ Fifth avenue.
Autographs of famous personages, ninety-tw-

items. Among the other rare items is
a letter of Itobert Fulton on the subject of
submarine warfare, in nhieh he says:
"Anxious for the liberty of the seas, and
believing it may le obtained by improve-
ments in the app'ir&tion of gunpowder in
submarine explosion,"' 4c. There are let
ters of lormer Presidents and authorr.

W. A. Gough. 2.1 West Forty second street.
Knglish books and pamphlets of the six-ten-

and seventeenth centuries, niiiti
Iters. A considerable numlter of mirotn
moil itenn. Mr. (tough has furnisli'l in
teresting notes.

Coming Sales.
At & O'Suaughuemy's, June 11,

philatelic bocks and periodicals, 220 1111m

licrs. Stamp collectors will find man x
ctedingly rare pieces, some of nhiih hair
not turned up in the room for a
long time.

At the Walpole Oalleri -- , June U,
Itooks.

At Sotheby's, July 1 9. part set en of the
f.mious Huth library. 1.12J items. The
lover of old Knglish literature will find iii
this section some of the rarest books in the
language; in a few cases no other copies
are known. The early poets and dramatists
are represented iu large number v.it-- i a
generous number of items of excessively
inre Americana.

The last ltouk sale of the seaon r.t
Anderson's was held on Mondiy last, when
th library of W. M. Cooper was sold. It

:is composed of many sets in biudingi,
ami pries seemed to be very high. The
usual attendance of 'iealers in this kind of

an well as many private buyers made
up an audience that Kept things uioviii".

That wonderful book of
War Poems every one is
talking about is called

FROM THE FRONT
Edited by

Lieut. C. E. Andrews.

There are eighty-si- x poems,
all written by men who have
done actual fighting. Hand a
dollar to your bookseller and
got "From the Front." You
get your money's worth.

THIS IS AN" APPI.ETOX HOOK

thiif Why, a drawing by
WHAT'S Pierre Fauconnet in Lis lit-

tle liook, Flo tccr-X- a me fancies. This par-

ticular picture is a bit of faucifuliiess in-

spired by the foxglove. The English

rhyme on the page facing it, by Hampden
Gordon, runs:

It's most unorthodox
For any clever fox

To 1m seen about in gloves at any time.
The awful reason why
He wears them on the sly

Ts not the sort of thing to tell in rhyme!
Maybe not, but as there is no English

prose in the book how arc we to find out T

"Tropical Town"
I)K I .A SKLVA'S poems

SALOMON
have been a long time in

making their appearanee. For several

years the world of poetry has regarded
him with a unique and absorbed interest,
the enthu.siu.stic attention of such eminent

men of letters as William Dean ITowells
and others too numerous to mention hav-

ing been aUraetetl by his exquisite gift.
He is the most distinguished of the
younger Latin American poets anil his
translations from the Spanish have be-

come widely known.
Tropical Tntrn and Other Poem is a

remarkable lirst collection, the fruit of a
gift which docs not come often in a gen-

eration, and one cannot say too much for
sfich poetry as 77ie Hot of Sandnlwoud,
from which we quote the fourth sonnet:
The colours of her body were all clean
And transparent aud tine aud tinged with

gold:
Her Itosom hd the pallor of an old
Kerchief of linen uoicn for a (ueeu,
Ilei arms a whiteness where the pulses

hushed :
.She had jn-a- shadows where the eyelids

hwell.
And in her eyes gray depths of miracle.
Ami dawn itself blushed envious when she

blushed.
Ah me, that all f this 1 must forego!
My eyes are plca-tircle- ss under the sun;

No doubt well live just as long if we don't
The book has French rhymes and senti-

ments by the artist and Mr. Gordon's
Knglis-- verses, which are not translations
of the French by any means. But of
course it exists for the sake of the pic-

tures, and for no other reawn. They nro
large, graceful and highly decorative.
Children will be fascinated by them, many
grownups will admire them and amateur
artists of all ages will try to copy them.
Well, it is goftd practice.

FLOW KB NAME FANCIER. By Cut
1'ikukk Fahconnki. John I --me Com-

pany. $1."j.

There are no lovely lights on sea or snow:
Hers only were the colours of the world;
I fold them now. as when a war is done
The beaten flags are taken down and furled.

He has that rich and colorful play of
words which is the result of familiarity
with several languages combined with all
the warmth and passion of his tropical
nature. One would expect bis work to
.show a certain eroticism, bnt there can be
no preparation for a lewdness such as he
.shows ui many of the poems.

There are many verses inspired by bis
love of country, and Nicaragua has prob-

ably never figured so prominently in song
as it does here. But one lection of his
book is devoted to praise of New England,
and heie arc many lovely tributes. The
dedication of bus verses would lead to thn
supposition that no one love has blotted
out all others and then: Ls great difficulty
in deciding when-- , if anywhere, his heart
abides. Tt is hard to leave thee poems
without giving a faitvr idea of their
beauty, which can only he done by quota-

tions. Perhaps the four lines entitled
Worn Tou will help:
,s a child giies what it no more desiri'S,
With a quick gesture and nveitedly,
Grown weary of her heart, as a child tires
Of a worn toy, she gave her heart to me.

TROPICA L TOWN AND OTHEH POKMa
liv Svlouiis- - t)K 1. 1 Ski.vi. John I .a tie
Company. $1.25.

THE PROMISE OFAIR
By Algernon Blackwood, Author of The Wave. Julius Lc

Vallon, Ten Minute Stories, Day and Night Stories
The New York Times says: "The Promise of Air is likely to be the

most widelv read of all Mr HUrk wood's storii-s- , for it has the is

quality of bring different, of offering something unique, it is yurcharged with
poetic imagination and the u;nsc of beautv, both material and spi:tual,
its rcn'.apce has that golden glow which lmteanity always loves, and the
hero's quest of the sor lcr.ds the nader 0:1 with an sense of
intellectual and t.pirlual adventure "

Puce tl 50 ret. Potest llitio At All Bcchlorti.

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., N. Y.


